TEN YEARS LATER
writing, beauty of sentiment, striking and effective
situation, etc. If Mr. Gifford thinks there is in the
first two volumes anything of excellence sufficient
to overbalance their manifest faults, I still hope that
he will press upon Lady Caroline the absolute
necessity of carefully reconsidering and revising the
third volume, and particularly the conclusion of the
novel-----1 think, if it were thought that anything
could be done with the novel, and that the fault of
its design and structure can be got over, that I could
put her in the way of writing up this part a little, and
giving it something of strength, spirit, and novelty,
and of making it at once more moral and more
interesting. I wish you would communicate these
my hasty suggestions to Mr. Gifford, and he will
see the propriety of pressing Lady Caroline to take a
little more time to this part of the novel. She will
be guided by his authority, and her fault at present
is to be too hasty and too impatient of the trouble of
correcting and recasting what is faulty."
He also did his best to soothe her nerves. It was to
William that everyone turned, if Caroline became
more than usually unmanageable. One day she was
making arrangements for a dinner-party at Brocket
Exasperated at what she considered the stupidity of the
butler in failing to grasp her ideas of decoration, she
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